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Towards an APEL policy, procedures 
and guidelines at the Institute 
 
 
Summary of the debate which took place at the Institute of Education as part of an informative 
session on the APEL policy  
 
  
We need to set up policies at IoE in the area of accreditation of prior experiential learning 
(APEL). There is a lack of policy procedures and guidelines. These must include a 
provision of non-traditional qualification for acceptance into courses, development of 
widening participation policy and the design of work-based programmes at IoE (such as 
the establishment of the WLE Center) and availability of QAA guidelines. 
 
There are key principles which relate to: 

- making a claim and support the claim with evidence by students 
- the fact that it is not a cheap option 
- credits awarded equal value to those which are achieved through taught courses 

 
The MA in Media and Culture  
In this case, the course leaders are interested to look into the possibility to give credits to 
students with vast work experience but with no formal qualifications in order to get them 
on board in a less traditional way. To achieve this, it is necessary to have a more 
transparent procedure to recognize their abilities.  
 
The actual possibility for this to happen at the moment is to opt for modules and not for 
the whole MA course. That is why it is necessary to develop a set of criteria for all parts 
involved. 
 
The PGCE courses  
In this case, an APEL policy can be straightforward as it would mean a direct translation 
of the outcomes and units to be taught at the Institute where the learning process must be 
demonstrated to have taken place. APEL unit – accredited in blocks, has to be 
transparent to show how this experience is translated into learning. 
 
International qualifications do not translate into British and it is not the best option to re-
write the initial qualification especially when there are many years of work experience. 
International dimension is more complicated because it needs a statement of equivalence 
to gain accreditation. 
 
It is right to recognize that learning takes place outside courses but this assessing this 
experience needs to be practical and doable. 
  
There exists an option to produce a portfolio in order to get on an MA course (such as it is 
the case for media professionals) on which basis their abilities can be assessed.  
 
It is necessary to have a framework consisting in: 

- all the requirements/feedback/expectations to operate with 
- how to make a portfolio /essay to match the requirements 
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- admit professionals in the academic programmes through transparent routes 
- at BA level, exemption for students who have those credits, currently there there is 

no support for qualifying essays and feedback( too bureaucratic regarding 
admissions ) 

 
The MA Citizenship by Distance Learning  
The MFL students have prior knowledge and a Diploma is achieved after obtaining the 
required number of credits in spite of the fact that there is prior knowledge in the subject 
at that level. In order to amend this, there should be levels of APEL assessing learners’ 
needs and tailor a course to fit their criteria. This involves a switch from teaching to 
learning. 
 
In some cases learners present good experience and knowledge in the subject but this 
may not be known, identified or assessed. 
 
So in the newly designed APEL policy there needs to be a translation of subject specifics. 
 
The APEL policy needs to offer advice and assessment of abilities to later enable 
registration.  
 
The policy needs to be transparent for everyone and also should take into account the 
fact that IoE policy needs to be in assonance with the rest of the academic and 
professional world. This would mean involvement and work with external bodies such as 
schools or local authorities.  

 
 

 


