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Description

The research has involved 
a qualitative investigation into
the perceived appropriateness
of EdD assessment practices
and whether there is any call
for alternative approaches to
the thesis. It draws on a range
of views including:

• UK university course leaders; 

• EdD graduates from the
Institute of Education’s
programme;

• current EdD students from
the Institute of Education. 

The focus of the investigation 
is on whether current forms of
assessment, common to most
EdD courses in the UK, meet
students’ professional needs.

This represents an inquiry 
into the fitness for purpose 
of the current academic
assessment demands. 

Methods

The investigation method
involved an email survey of 
all UK EdD course leaders with
follow-up interviews with those
with particular experiences 
of experimentation and
innovation, a graduate survey
and a student survey.

The research timetable 
was as follows:

• an email survey of a sample
of students across the
different cohorts (September
05 - March 2006);

• an email survey of EdD
course leaders (January -
March 2006);

• telephone and face-to-face
interviews with course
leaders (March 2006);

• an email survey of students
in their first year (January 
to February 2006).

The transcripts were read
several times using the

constant comparative method
(Strauss & Corbin, 1997).
Similarities and differences 
will be analysed; themes will
be identified. 

Outcomes

A report will be sent to all
research participants. 
The findings will be discussed 
with the EdD tutor team 
and be used as a basis 
of discussion with students 
in the organisation.

If there is a consensus about
possible alternative
approaches, permission 
will be sought to modify the
regulations and conduct pilot
studies. The intention is to
provide optimal alignment
between professional practice
in the workplace and 
university-based study of it. 
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