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 Understanding Key Aspects of the Field 
of Study 

Exploration, Analysis and Discussion Structure, Communication and 
Presentation 

Grade A • Examines professional practice and 
knowledge through a high level of 
critical reflection, research and/or 
scholarship, making significant 
connections between practice and 
relevant literature in the field. Evidence 
of critical insight into key issues and 
debates in relation to professional 
development. 

• Explores professional practice cogently 
and critically with reference to a wide 
range of sources. Demonstrates 
creativity and initiative in developing 
strategies for change. Irrelevance is 
avoided. 

• Presents a thorough case with carefully selected 
evidence brought together with personal and 
professional educational experience, critical use 
of the literature and/or their own research to 
illuminate discussion. 

• Shows evidence of detailed exploration and 
analysis in relation to professional 
development. Evidence of sustained critical 
evaluation of practices, assumptions and/or 
concepts. 

• Provides an in-depth analysis of educational 
practices within the candidate’s immediate and 
wider professional contexts. 

• Where appropriate, evidence of clear 
explanation and appropriate application and 
understanding of chosen research methods. 
Where necessary, identification of limitations in 
design and areas for further potential 
development. 

• Ideas are communicated in an 
accomplished manner consistent with 
the conventions of writing for the 
profession and/or academic discipline. 

• Published material are carefully 
referenced and acknowledged. 

• High quality of expression and 
organisation of material that 
demonstrates processes of critical 
reflection. 

Grade B • Examines professional practice and 
knowledge through critical reflection, 
research and/or scholarship, making 
connections between practice and 
relevant literature in the field. Evidence 
of insight into some issues and debates 
in relation to professional development. 

• Explores professional practice 
purposefully with reference to relevant 
sources. Demonstrates initiative in 
developing strategies for change. 
Irrelevance is avoided. 

 

• Presents a case with carefully selected evidence 
brought together with personal and professional 
educational experience, critical use of relevant 
literature and/or their own research to 
illuminate discussion. 

• Shows evidence of exploration and analysis in 
relation to professional development. Evidence 
of sustained critical evaluation of practices, 
assumptions and/or concepts. 

• Provides an analysis of educational practices 
within the candidate’s immediate and wider 
professional contexts 

• Where appropriate, evidence of clear 

• Ideas are communicated using an 
appropriate style for the profession 
and/or academic discipline. 

• Published material is referenced and 
acknowledged. 

• Good quality of expression and 
organisation of material that 
demonstrates processes of critical 
reflection. 
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explanation and appropriate application of 
chosen research methods. Where necessary, 
identification of any limitations in design. 

 
Grade C • Examines professional practice and 

knowledge through reflection, research 
and/or scholarship, making connections 
between practice and some relevant 
literature in the field. Accurate 
presentation of some current issues in 
relation to professional development. 

• Explores professional practice 
generally avoiding irrelevance. 

• Presents a case with limited evidence of 
personal and professional educational 
experience and some use of the literature. 

• Predominantly descriptive account 
demonstrating adequate knowledge and 
understanding but not necessarily questioning 
alternatives. 

• Where appropriate, adequate description and 
application of methods but limited rationale and 
critique. 

 
 

• Ideas are communicated effectively in 
an acceptable style, but maybe not fully 
consistent with the writing conventions 
of the profession and/or academic 
discipline. 

• Acknowledges debts to published work, 
this maybe inconsistent with or with 
insufficient attention to referencing 
conventions prevalent in the discipline. 

• Acceptable quality of expression and 
organisation of material. 

 
Grade D 
(Fail) 

• Fails to demonstrate adequate evidence 
and/or reference to source material. 

• Inadequate understanding of 
professional development issues and/or 
of the topics or subjects under 
investigation. 

• Little or no application and assimilation 
of knowledge.  

• Relies predominantly on dated 
knowledge and/or contains 
inaccuracies. 

 
 

• Attempts to express an opinion but without 
sufficient relevance to either the field, subject 
or question. 

• Limited interpretation of ideas and/or 
expression of narrow viewpoints. Limited 
consideration of application of ideas to personal 
and professional experience. 

• No attempt to analyse material or does so with 
serious shortcomings. 

• Where appropriate, inadequate description of 
chosen research methods, design and 
interpretation of data. 

 
 

• Ideas are communicated in an 
inappropriate style for the profession 
and/or academic discipline. 

• Failure or insufficient 
acknowledgement of debts to published 
materials 

• Insufficient quality of expression and 
poor organisation of material. 

 
 

 


