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London Providers Mentoring Group

About the group:

The central aim of the London
Providers Mentoring Group,
(chaired by Dilly McDermott,  
Goldsmith’s College, and 
part-funded by the Teacher
Development Agency for
Schools), was to produce 
a framework for mentor
training and development,
with supporting resources. The
framework is designed to
meet the needs of new and
experienced mentors of
student teachers in both 
the primary and secondary
phases, and is recognised
and ‘portable’ across the
London region.

The other major aim of the
group was to raise the status
of mentoring across the
capital and examine ways 
in which recognition of the
role can be achieved. 

The group did not aim to
provide a programme 
with a prescribed content, 
a definitive model for training
mentors, or a complete set of
resources to support training.

The London Providers work
collaboratively with
representatives from Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs),
schools, School Centred Initial
Teacher Training (SCITTs) 
and Designated

Recommending Bodies
(DRBs) across the region.

The Institute of Education 
is represented on the group
by Dr Norbert Pachler and,
with the opening of the WLE
Centre, it will continue to host
meetings of the group.

About the framework:

The framework is a set of
learning outcomes organised
in three stages. The first two
stages are based on three key
areas: tutorial, pastoral support
and assessment. Stage 3
develops the concept and
practice of mentoring.

The framework provides
conceptual clarity through a
process-based model. It may
be used to inform generic 
or subject – or phase-based
sessions, provided those
sessions are referenced 
to the learning outcomes
identified by the framework.

Research matters:

One important aspect of the
work of the group has been
research carried out by a
sub-group comprising Dr
Mary Webb (King’s College),
Helen Mitchell and Neil
Herrington (University of East

London) as well as Dr Norbert
Pachler (Institute of Education)
on a pedagogy of mentor
education as well as on
processes of mentor learning
and development.

Links:

Further information about the
work of the group, including
the framework, can be found
at www.londonmentors.net

In addition to the framework
and the research outputs, 
the group has produced a
series of DVDs, under the
leadership of Kenneth Taylor
at Middlesex University, which
will be available from the 
WLE Centre website at
www.wlecentre.ac.uk in 
due course. 
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