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Description

This project is a collaboration
between David Guile and
Michael Young at the Institute
of Education, and Karen
Jensen and Leif Lahn from the
University of Oslo. The intention
is to build upon the outcomes
of the ProLearn research
project funded by the
Norwegian Research Council,
which has focused on the role
of knowledge as a resource in
professional learning, and to
explore: (i) the implications of
that research for new
conceptions of knowledge in
the sociology of education; (ii)
the way in which professionals
learn within and between the
context of education and work;
and (iii) the relation between
knowledge and competence.

Methods

• A symposium entitled 
‘The New Sociology of

Educational Knowledge’ has
been organised at the World
Congress of Sociology,
University of Durban, 
South Africa.

• A symposium entitled
‘European VET and the
Reflexive, Relational and
Knowledge-Seeking
Dimensions of Competence’
has been organised at the
European Conference of
Educational Research,
University of Geneva,
Switzerland, 2006.

• A proposal has been sent 
to the Institute of Education
for Dr Monika Nerlund to
become a visiting research
fellow in the Autumn Term
2006. The intention is for
Monika to work closely with 
Dr Judy Harris to establish 
an invitation only seminar on
the theme ‘Knowledge and
Learning Across Contexts’.

Outcomes

• An edited collection on
professionals’ epistemic
activity will be produced
jointly with Dr Alan Brown,
Research Director ESRC/TLRP
Work-based Learning strand.

A joint Norwegian-UK research
proposal on inter-professional
epistemic activity will be
formulated and presented to
national research councils. 

Professional
knowledge and
learning across
contexts


