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Description
This stage of the DAMPAC proj-
ect will involve educators and 
trainers who are associated with 
the WLE Centre and/or the Insti-
tute of Education. They will meet 
regularly throughout the year for 
both workshops and seminars.  
The DAMPAC approach is par-
ticularly suited to interdisciplinary 
approaches to the curriculum. 
It is proposed that colleagues 
from at least two disciplines will 
work together on each develop-
ing curriculum based project. 
The stress throughout will be on 
the acquisition of requisite mul-
timedia production and design 
skills, combined with debate 
and discussion about the devel-
opment of appropriate peda-
gogies.  

The  work schedule for the year 
is designed in such a way as 
to offer participants the oppor-
tunity to acquire and develop 
their skills with the software, as a 

part of their exploration of differ-
ent approaches to concepts of 
literacy. The work undertaken will 
have to move back and forth 
between the necessary prac-
tice  (multimodal production is 
analagous to learning to play a 
musical instrument rather than 
learning to read and write), and 
combining this with the recog-
nition of conventional reading 
and writing. In other words, this 
project does not seek to replace 
one literacy with another, but to 
extend conceptualisations of lit-
eracy to the fields of production 
and analysis. To state it unam-
biguously, literacy will mean the 
ability to produce and analyse 
texts. It will also mean the abil-
ity to produce multimodal texts 
which offer more than one view 
or position on the subject under 
consideration and the means to 
navigate one’s way through dif-
ferent routes to differing under-
standings. 

The aim of inviting/recruiting a 
small group of colleagues and 
associates to acquire these skills 
is that they should then be in 
a position to pass on the ap-
proach to others. There would 
seem to be two necessary stag-
es here. The first will require a 
team of educators who are pro-
ficient in design and production, 
and who are sympathetic to the 
needs of a critical contextualis-
ing approach to all educational 
activities. The second will be to 
ensure that this approach can 

be developed and adapted for 
adoption by school students.  
The process will be monitored 
and debated as group mem-
bers will first produce and anal-
yse their own projects, followed 
by work with selected groups of 
school students. 

NB: The criteria for assessment 
of project work will be devel-
oped by the participants (and 
thence future students) as part 
of their design and production 
approach. 
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Methodology
This year will be conducted 
through three types of activity:

I. The finalisation of CD 
or DVD or memory stick 
versions of the project for 
future  use, development 
and modification.

II. Seminars concerned with 
the pedagogic implications 
of the DAMPAC approach.

III. Workshops where 
participants have intensive 
training in possible 
multimedia production 
approaches, always with 
a view to developing the 
pedagogy of learning 
through production and 
critical contextualisation 
which is at the foundation 
of the DAMPAC approach.

Outcomes and deliverables
There will be a core group of 
educators who are trained in 
approaches to multimedia 
production. They will also, and 
equally, be conversant with the 
aims and objectives of the DAM-
PAC project. They will see their 
role as informing,debating with 
and training other colleagues. 
The longer term intention will 
be to establish a DAMPAC ap-
proach in selected schools, cur-
riculum areas and and chosen 
levels. The core group will en-
sure that the DAMPAC project is 

taken forward as a pedagogy 
first and foremost, and will dis-
courage any suggestion that the 
project is concerned with pro-
ducing teaching and learning 
aids. There will also be a CD or 
DVD available which outlines the 
whole approach and which will 
be available for future trainers 
and participants. The DAMPAC 
approach will, therefore, be in-
dependent of the WLE Centre.

The whole DAMPAC approach 
will also be available as a 
memory stick. This will outline the 
thinking behind the project and 
do so as a multimedia artefact. 
As such it will offer to those who 
wish a resource for developing 
the pedagogy embedded in 
the DAMPAC approach.

Dissemination
The results of this work will be dis-
seminated in three main ways:

1.  There be a one day work-
shop/seminar with invited guests 
which presents and debates the 
DAMPAC project and consid-
ers its implications for workplace 
learning more generally.

2.   The multimedia work pro-
duced will be made avail-
able as a digital folder for disc 
or memory stick. These will be 
given away or sold at a nominal 
price. See further details in the 
outcomes and deliverables sec-
tion.

The papers produced which are 
part of the projects will also be 
published and made available 
on the web.

3.    Dissemination will also take 
place through consolidation 
of the educators’ group estab-
lished during the year. These ed-
ucators will be encouraged and 
supported as they develop and 
establish DAMPAC approaches 
in their own establishments


