
Classroom as crucible and catalyst. 
Case studies in pedagogy and praxis developing  
and supporting visual learning.

John Cuthell 
john.cuthell@mirandanet.ac.uk

Christina Preston, Theo Kuechel, 
Leon Cych

Key words 

visual learning, pedagogy, 
practice, praxis, classroom, 
case studies

Description

This project will build on the existing 
2008/9 WLE project Visual Learning 
resource ‘Seeing the Meaning: 
the use of Display Technologies to 
Enhance Teaching and Learning’. 
Classroom examples of best 
practice will be video recorded, 
uploaded to the Visual Learning 
website (http://mirandanet.org.
uk/visuallearning/). Practitioners 
will be interviewed about the 
pedagogical and theoretical 
underpinning of their use of 
innovative technologies for visual 
learning, and the ways in which 
they disseminate and embed 
their innovation both within their 
own schools and across the wider 
educational community. The 
‘Seeing the Meaning’ resource will 
be expanded to include at least 
20 video case studies, together 
with practitioner analysis. From 
this a typology will be developed 
examining the ways in which the 
classroom, the institution and 
wider collaborative networks 
are both used and developed 
as sites for innovation, learning, 
partnership and collaboration.

Current literature in the use of 
technologies that support visual 
learning tends to focus on the 
evaluation of government-
supported initiatives to embed 
visual display technology in 
classrooms, with their impact 
on pedagogy. Averis, Glover 
and Miller (2005) examined 
IWB technology within the 
mathematics classroom; Cuthell 
(2005; 2006; 2008) examined 
IWB and visualiser use and their 
impact on teaching and learning, 
both in a UK and international 
context. Kennewell (2006) drew 
together research and examined 
the impact of the technologies 
on pedagogy. Smith et al (2007) 
and Moss et al (2007) conducted 
detailed studies nationally (Smith) 
and across London (Moss). Whilst 
some of these studies focus on 
the pedagogies and perspectives 
of the teachers there are no 
case studies accompanied 
by practitioner commentary 
that provide exemplars of 
practice of material for analysis. 
It is the aim of this project to 
provide just such materials.

The 2008/9 WLE project ‘Seeing 
the Meaning’ combines a meta-
study of existing literature on the 
technologies of visual learning, 
an evaluation of effective models 
of pedagogical and curriculum 
development through professional 
learning and case studies, 
some of which are streamed 
video. A particular focus was on 
the ways in which work-based 
learning can support curriculum 
and institutional change. 

It is proposed that the 2009/10 
project builds on this resource 
with a range of downloadable 
video resources. These will feature 
practitioners using a range 
of innovative visual learning 
technologies and techniques in 
the classroom and focus on the 
ways in which they can support 
learners in a range of activities 
and outcomes. Video interviews 
will explore the pedagogical 
and organisation strategies 
embedded in practice, and 
the ways in which these can 
support curriculum change both 
with and across institutions.
The case studies will focus on 
classroom best practice and 
the integration of innovative 
technologies from industry. An 
important element will be the 
ways in which teachers use the 
technologies and affordances 
of their personal learning 
networks – wikis, FlashMeeting, 
Twitter, MirandaMods and 
unconferences – both to 
advance their techniques 
and strategies and obtain 
feedback from critical friends.
‘Seeing the Meaning’ is a freely 
available online knowledge 
base for academics, students, 
schools and teachers. The 
project links to other work-based 
learning projects, and identifies: 



• a range of pedagogical 
strategies to support and 
reinforce visual learning; 

• the ways in which it can be 
integrated across age-related 
curricula; 

• models for deployment across 
institutions; 

• the integration of visual 
learning into assessment 
practice; 

• the role of work-based learning 
to support the integration of 
visual learning technologies 
into existing and developing 
pedagogical practice; 

• learner perceptions of the 
impact of visual learning 
on personal learning and 
progress; 

• the use of personal learning 
networks as a forum 
for development and 
dissemination.

Key issues of visual learning, its 
technologies and its pedagogies 
will be illustrated, both in the video 
case studies and the practitioner 
commentaries. They will explore 
and develop the relationship 
between technology, theory, 
pedagogy and learning; the 
relationship between work, learning 
and professional practice and the 
relationship between pedagogy, 
assessment and visual learning. 
The role of technology companies 
in providing support for teachers to 
explore, develop and disseminate 
findings about innovative visual 
learning products will be identified.
This project will enhance the 
existing investment by the WLE 
Centre in ‘Seeing the Meaning’ 
and provide a resource for all 
those wishing to use findings 
and information on the subject 
of visual learning and its 
technologies to further their own 

professional development, or to 
implement it in the workplace. 
This project will link to, and 
support, the WLE aims, of 
identifying and exploring:

• the relationship between work, 
learning and professional 
practice with a particular focus 
on work-based pedagogies, 
assessment and self-
evaluation strategies;

• the relationship between 
pedagogy, assessment 
and learning with innovative 
technologies;

• the role and use of new 
technologies (especially those 
of learners) across a range of 
curriculum areas;

• conceptualising and theorising 
the workplace as a site for 
learning, and the relationship 
with industry;

• collaboration, partnership and 
innovation within and across 
institutions through personal 
learning networks.

Methodology 

The initial call for, and selection 
of, participants will go out on a 
range of networks: MirandaNet; 
EdTechRoundUp; Google 
Teacher Academy; Twitter and 
other linked personal learning 
networks. An initial focus group 
of 30 participants will be chosen 
representing a range of key 
stages and curriculum areas. 
Permission will be sought for 
collaborating institutions for 
filming and dissemination.

Initial interviews will take 
place using a range of online 
collaborative tools: FlashMeeting; 
GoogleMail Video; Skype 
and the project wiki. Personal 
profiles will be written for each 
participant, detailing the 

range of tools, technologies 
and strategies used to support 
visual learning, pedagogical 
approaches and evaluation 
and dissemination techniques.

School visits will be arranged 
to film participants in class 
and to record interviews.

The video and audio materials 
will be edited, categorized 
and uploaded to the Visual 
Learning website. A typology will 
be constructed from the case 
studies, and an analysis will form 
an important part of the resource.

Outcomes and deliverables 

• A resource for use by 
all practitioners.

• Twenty-five video case 
studies, to be uploaded to 
the Visual Learning site.

• A typology of pedagogies 
for visual learning will be 
constructed from these, 
and from resources from 
the previous project.

• The existing Visual Learning 
site will be updated and 
re-categorised to feature 
and accommodate 
these resources.

• Resources to use in a chapter 
about the creation of 
professional knowledge in the 
planned book by David Guile

• Publications.
• A one-day post-project 

workshop at WLE, IoE, 
April/May 2010.


