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Description

The Graduate Teacher Programme 
(GTP) is a work-based route 
to Qualified Teacher Status. 
Participants work to an individual 
training plan to gather a portfolio 
of evidence against a series 
of standards produced by the 
Teacher Development Agency. 

The advent of cheap, high 
quality, easy-to-use video 
cameras and web-based video 
dissemination sites offers interesting 
opportunities for such work-based, 
competence-based learning. 
This project aims to investigate 
the use of cheap digital video 
cameras and video sharing sites 
by participants to support them 
in their development as teachers. 
The extent to which they support 
enhanced learning, encourage 
dialogue and collaborative 
learning and encourage the 
use of digital, as opposed to 
paper-based, evidence will be 
investigated through interview, 
focus groups and online 
questionnaires with participants 
and school-based tutors.

A selected group of participants in 
the Graduate Teacher Programme 
will be offered the use a cheap, 

easy-to-use video camera (Flip 
Ultra: http://www.theflip.com/
products_flip_ultra.shtml) at the 
start of the programme. These 
cameras have been selected for 
their compactness, cost, and ease 
of use. The cost of the cameras 
will be met through capital 
money received from the TDA.

The use of the cameras will not 
be prescribed, although advice 
and guidance on possible uses 
in supporting their learning will be 
given. There will also be a number 
of activities that will suggest non-
compulsory opportunities for their 
use. Participants will also be given 
guidance with respect to data 
and child protection issues. We will 
investigate the use of common 
video sharing sites (Flickr, YouTube, 
Screencast.com etc.) and Moodle 
to facilitate sharing of video 
between participants and tutors.

The aim will be to investigate 
how participants use the 
cameras, and to what extent 
they support the development 
of participants’ teaching skills 
and their ability to reflect on 
their performance. In addition, 
the use of video to support 
and encourage collaborative 
learning will be investigated. We 
predict possible uses to be:

• to record whole teaching 
sessions (teacher focussed) for 
analysis/review and possible 
sharing and discussion of 
selected parts with fellow 
trainees or with tutors, or as 
evidence;

• to record specific teaching 
moments (teacher focussed) 
for analysis/review, or as 
evidence;

• to record pupil responses to 
certain activities for analysis/
discussion/review, or as 
evidence;

• to record discussions with 
pupils/parents/colleagues as 
evidence.

We hope to build on the work 
of Lofthouse and Birmingham 
(2006) at Newcastle University, 
contrasting their experiences 
with PGCE trainees with those 
on a GTP programme.

Methodology

The project will be introduced and 
participation in the project will be 
offered to all 50 trainees that start 
in September 2009. Applications 
will be invited and a group of 
6 selected on the basis of self-
evaluated technical expertise 
and teaching confidence. The 
group will be selected to cover 
a wide variety of these skills, as 
well as a balance of primary 
and secondary participants.



This project group of 6 will be 
asked to undertake a baseline 
questionnaire and interview 
(repeated periodically) 
covering their technical and 
teaching confidence etc.

They will be furnished with a 
camera (and training) during 
the first week of the programme 
in September. They will take 
these to school and investigate 
possible uses without direction 
from ourselves. In October we will 
bring them together and identify 
a number of strategies for further 
investigation. Between October 
and December they will be asked 
to apply these to support their 
own professional development. 
The project coordinator will visit 
participants in school to discuss 
progress and offer advice and 
guidance. S/he will also interview 
school-based tutors. In December 
we will gather feedback on the 
value of the identified strategies 
and compile an interim report. 

From January to March 2010 
participants will be asked to 
continue experimenting, and 
also to produce draft activities 
based on their experiences. 
These should be suitable for 
fellow GTP participants and 
will be further developed in a 
separate exercise for possible 
inclusion in future programmes. 
We will offer a monetary 
incentive for them to do this.

In April we will conduct 
formal interviews.

Outcomes and deliverables

• Sept 2009 – Initial ethical, 
practical and child protection 
guidelines.

• Dec 2009 – Interim report 
– covering work so far, 
preliminary findings, future 
directions.

• Jan - March 2010 Draft 
worksheets for use with other 
GTP participants

• April/May 2010 - Final report 
(including example video) 
covering a discussion of 
issues, benefits to participants, 
the effect on present 
practice. This will also include 
recommendations for Initial 
Teacher Trainer providers on 
the use and value of using 
video to support initial teacher 
development.

• Final ethical and practical 
guidelines.

Dissemination

Results will be disseminated 
through WLE Centre-organised 
workshops and seminars, a 
paper to be submitted to ALT-J.

Presentation(s) at TDA and 
other events to share the results 
with other ITE providers.


