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Description
This project focuses on the
interface between innovation
of pedagogical practice and
the use of ubiquitous
technologies.

Outcomes
In the first instance, this project
revolved around the
organisation of an
international research
symposium on February 9th
2007 at the WLE Centre on the
theme of mobile learning
attended by over 30
researchers from across the UK
and Continental Europe.

The symposium aimed to
establish a baseline for current
research in this emerging field
and provided an incentive for
the Centre to develop the
functionality of its website to
include a repository of
presentations available for
download to the academic
community from the resources
section of the Centre website at
http://www.wlecentre.ac.uk.

It also provided the impetus for
the production of the first DVD
featuring video and audio
recordings of sessions held in
the Centre which is available
free of charge to interested

parties upon request. The
presentations are also made
available as web-streams and
can be viewed from the
Centre’s website.

Unlike many other events on
mobile learning, the
symposium deliberately
focussed on learning, rather
than on technology, and
contributions came from
invited speakers, rather than
through an open call.

The symposium attempted to
take stock of where m-learning
was at as a field of research as
well as to start to delineated a
future research agenda. This is
particularly important in view
of the considerable challenges
that confront research into m-
learning such as: the relative
breadth of possible definitional
bases, the rapid obsolescence
of relevant technologies, its
temporal and geographical
distributedness, the lack of
appropriacy of traditional
research paradigms or the
complex ethical issues
involved.

Presenters were invited to
submit written papers for the
inaugural issue of the WLE
Centre’s Occasional Papers in
Work-based Learning to be
published in July 2007.

Contributions from Professors
Ben Bachmair (Kassel), Gunther
Kress (Institute) and Diana
Laurillard (Institute) as well as
from John Crook and
colleagues (London
Metropolitan University),
Norbert Pachler (Institute) and
Sara Price (Institute) were
received. The proceedings will
be available for download
from the WLE Centre website.

The symposium has led to a
fruitful multilateral research
and development partnership
between the WLE Centre and
the Centre for Excellence in
Teaching and Learning in
Reusable Learning Objects
(London Metropolitan) and
Medienpädagogik at the
University of Kassel culminating
in the preparation of an edited
volume on ‘Mobilising and
enriching the school’as well as
an authored book charting the
field of mobile learning
definitionally, conceptually
and theoretically.
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