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Description
One of the key challenges
facing theWLE Centre is to devise
and develop appropriate
pedagogies which take account
of the potential of the new
technologies in relation to
specific curriculum areas and
learning contexts.

Earlier generations of centres
devoted to learning (or more
often behavioural learning and
teaching) and educational
technologies have failed
because they ignored or played
down specific educational and
social contexts in favour of clear
objectives and teaching
strategies.

This project seeks to demonstrate
that learning objectives and
learning strategies cannot be
separated from specific contexts
and uses.

The project also seeks to
demonstrate that the new
technologies and digitisation

allow for far more
experimentation in the field of
pedagogy than has been the
case in the past. The reason for
this is as much to do with
alternative conceptualisations of
the learning process as with the
phenomenal rate of
technological development.

The proposed project is
concerned with
examining and developing
approaches to the use of
multimedia design in relation to
specific curriculum areas and
the utilisation of specific software
for this purpose.

The choice of software is based
upon the central concern of the
research with developing
techniques of production as part
of the learning and teaching
process.

This approach to production first
concernes itself with teachers or
those undergoing initial teacher
education. Secondly, it is
concerned with developing
techniques of learning and
research in the student
community which require them
to design and produce materials
as part of their learning process.

The work undertaken is with
selected staff at the Institute of
Education, and then with
selected groups of students and
school students.

The curriculum areas involved in
these pilot projects are those of
History and Modern Languages.

The conceptual approach to
pedagogical innovation is
discussed and debated as part
of the process from the
beginning. The teachers and
lecturers involved have the
opportunity to devise and
develop approaches to
multimedia usage for learning.

They do this through practical
engagement with the design
process and the development of
appropriate pedagogies for
specified tasks.

It is assumed that such
pedagogies will vary according
to curriculum discipline, level
and intended purpose.What
remains relatively constant is the
emphasis on production as a
mode of learning.

Methodology
The technologies used are
multimedia software with pcs,
digital imaging and digital
video.

Developing Appropriate Pedagogies for
Work-based Learning in History
and Language Teaching
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Outcomes and Deliverables
There will be four key outcomes
in the form of tangible materials
or practical skills.

The first will be the acquisition, by
a group of educators, of basic
design and production skills for
multimodal production in a
specific curriculum area.

The second will be the
development of pedagogies
which allow for the transmission
of production skills and the
learning of an innovative and
enquiring pedagogy. In such a
pedagogy, the learning,whether
of language or of histories, will
become necessary by-products
of a design and production
process.

The third deliverable will be in the
form of multimedia presentations
at two levels: i) materials
produced by students which
demonstrate the learning
process they have encountered.

These will take the form of CD
ROMs and will be available as
exemplars for future training. ii)
Multimedia presentations which
demonstrate for other trainers
the pedagogy and techniques
involved in the production of
multimedia as an integral part of
the learning process.

These CD ROMs will be related to
either language learning and
teaching or history learning and
teaching.

The fourth deliverable will be a
series of analytic and descriptive
papers which document and
theorise these practices and
pedagogical developments.

The overall outcomes of the
project will be disseminated
through the Centre’s Website,
and available on disc for
interested teachers and
lecturers.


