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Description
The recent inspection report of
post-compulsory teacher
training courses in England by
OfSTED (2006) indicated that
there is a “striking contrast
between the quality of the taught
element of ITT courses, which is
generally good, and the quality
of the practice elements, which
is inadequate” (p 4).

It also goes on to mention that
“the procedures for assuring the
accuracy of the assessment of
trainee’s teaching performance
still lacks rigour” (OfSTED, 2006, p.
4).

The aims of this exploratory
project are to:
• use digital camcorder to
record student teachers
teaching. It relates to one of
the recommendations of the
OfSTED Inspection Report
(2006) for encouraging the
use of ICT technology;

• produce guidelines for

peer/tutor review of the
observations;

• enable student teachers to
understand and engage with
theory and practice, as part
of their professional
development, through peer
review of observations. This
provides a constructive
analytical forum (or as the
FENTO Teaching and
Supporting Standards (FENTO
1999) suggest: a reflective
approach) to integrate the
theoretical and practical
elements of teacher
education;

• understand the process of this
innovative work-based
assessment by researcher;

• inform other work-related
programmes such as PGCE
and Cert. Ed. courses.

The current practice regarding
teaching observation is one that
is carried out by the course tutor
and that she/he will complete
an observation report after the
event.

There is an opportunity for both
student and tutor to agree this
and that the trainee has to
complete an evaluation form
which forms part of this
evaluation. This approach may
be less transparent and inclusive
than the above suggested
approach. It is also based on the
tutor’s on-the-spot observation of
that student’s teaching session,

which cannot be ‘re-played’ for
closer examination.

This initial research brings
together the relationship
between theory, learning and
professional practice of post
compulsory teacher education.
It also investigates the possibility
of using a theoretical framework
to show an overview of theory
(or knowledge base i.e.‘the
what’), learning to be a teacher
(i.e.‘the how’), and practice (or
teaching in classroom i.e.‘the
when’).

This project uses a combination
of quantitative and qualitative
methodologies by way of
questionnaires and focus group
interviews at the start (only with
questionnaire) and end of the
project on one control group
and one research group of
trainee teachers, who are
enrolled on a Postgraduate
Certificate of Education
Programme (PGCE) in post-
compulsory sector base in the
School of Lifelong Education and
International Development
(LEID). These methods will ensure
that rich as well as statistical
elements are present in the data.
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The anticipated length of the
project is three terms and the
outcomes will include a greater
understanding of how student
teachers react to video
observations and inclusive and
transparent post-observation
review, the possibility of using this
approach to similar courses as
another alternative to the current
observation approach, and an
academic paper in a refereed
journal to disseminate its
findings.

Methodology
This involves two groups of PGCE
post compulsory trainee
teachers: one is control group
and the other is involved in the
project.

Two questionnaires are used; the
first for collating quantitative
data of trainee teachers’
academic, teaching and real-
life experiences at the start of the
project and the second, for
assessing the student teachers’
perceptions of the usefulness of
the project. There will be three
video recordings of each
student teacher teaching – one
trial recording, actual recording
and post recording – in an
attempt to normalise student
teachers’and students’
behaviour.

A peer and tutor review follows
after watching the video
recorded lessons using a set of
guidelines that have been drawn
up with tutor and student
teachers. Finally, the second
questionnaire and focus group
interview are carried out. The
second questionnaire includes
an evaluation of the project by
the participating student
teachers.

Technology
Digital camcorder embedded
hard disk drive, laptop computer
and digital overhead projector.

Outcomes
These include:
• A repository of recorded
observations with WLE for other
users to explore this approach
of work-based assessment.

• Guidelines for carrying out
peer and tutor assessment.

• An innovative framework for
carrying out and assessing
teacher observations in the
post compulsory sector.

• Sharing of project findings and
theoretical framework with
colleagues on work-related
programmes.

• Published research paper.
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