
 
Developing Courses in Research and Reflexive Practice for 
Healthcare Professionals 
 
People Involved 
 
Will Gibson 
Magdalena Jara 
 
Keywords 
 
Reflexive Practice, Professional Development, Learning Materials 
 
Description 
 
This project aims to create resources that can be used by 
healthcare professionals in their orientation to professional 
development and reflexive practice. In particular, the project will 
develop bespoke learning materials that will enable such 
professionals to both increase their knowledge of issues in specific 
research areas and to use this knowledge in the creation of reflexive 
practice. Part of the drive behind this project comes from an 
increasingly prominent discourse about ‘reflective practitioners’ 
within work settings, particularly within healthcare and education. A 
part of the assumption behind this driver is that localised research 
knowledge produced by active practitioners is extremely valuable 
for creating evidenced rationales for changes at either the local level 
or in more global terms. The materials created through this project 
will form valuable, targeted resources to aid practitioners in their 
research activities. 
 
Methods  
 
The development team will work closely with a small number of 
healthcare professionals to identify one or two specific contexts that 
may benefit from such materials. The team will then put together a 
work group comprising experts from these contexts and members 
of the development team to produce lists of user needs. They will 
then work through existing online materials produced by other 
development programmes in the IOE – notably the Online MRes 
programme – to identify any relevant existing learning objects that 
may be repackaged for these needs. Following this, the work group 
will specify any new materials that need to be produced and create 
a strategy for their production including the identification of relevant 
authors. More generally, the work group will also develop 
appropriate pedagogic strategies that will support either 
individualised or collaborative learning, depending on the 



requirements of the users. The materials will consist of online 
learning resources, including, where relevant, multimedia materials, 
collaborative and interactive activities, and individual work 
activities. All materials will be designed for delivery through a 
Virtual Learning Environment. It is envisaged that the materials will 
be organised as self-contained online courses that could be worked 
through individually or in small groups of users within work settings. 
Although the final form of the materials and its structure will be 
defined according to the specific needs to be identified with the 
content and placement experts, it is expected that each course will 
be possible to complete in just few weeks, and will be flexible 
enough to fit in with work commitments. 
 
Outcomes 
 

• An enhanced understanding of the research skills 
requirements of specific healthcare professionals 

• Educational tools to aid healthcare practitioners in their 
professional practice 

 


