
Reading List: Methodological viewpoints 
 

Clinical working knowledge 
Cox, K.(1992). What Surgeons Know: a Note on Clinical Working Knowledge. 

Australian and New Zealand Journal of Surgery, 62, 836-840. 

 

“Performance and professional expertise are based on a rich variety of working 

knowledge, not on attempts to apply propositional knowledge from the basic sciences to 

the problems of clinical practice. Professional expertise is learned from the thoughtful 

examination of clinical experience: theory is useful to the extent that it can illuminate 

questions of practice” 

 

“We lack an agreed vocabulary for our expertise and judgement” 

 

Miller, W.L. & Crabtree, B.F. (1998). Clinical Research, in N.K.Denzin & Y.S. Lincoln 

(eds.) Strategies of Qualitative Inquiry, Thousand Oaks CA: Sage. 

Suggests clinical-biomedical research has begun to shift away from a strictly positivist 

position in search of greater methodological diversity that can engage with “the real 

world of clinical practice involving intentions, meanings, intersubjectivity, values,  

ethics” and cite clinical familiarity with the narrative mode of case reports. 

 

Qualitative research: narrative based approaches  
Greenhalgh, T. (1998). Narrative Based Medicine in an Evidence Based World, in T. 

Greenhalgh & B. Hurwitz, (eds.)   Narrative Based Medicine: Dialogue and Discourse 

in Clinical Practice, London: BMJ Books.  

“The evidence itself supports the claim that doctors do not simply assess symptoms and 

physical signs objectively; they interpret them by integrating the formal diagnostic 

criteria of the suspected disease(s) … with the case-specific features of the patient’s 

individual story, and their own accumulated professional case expertise” 

 

“The irrevocably case-based (ie narrative-based) nature of clinical wisdom is precisely 

what enables us to contextualise and individualise the problem before us. Far from 

obviating the need for subjectivity in the clinical encounter, the valid application of 

empirical evidence requires a solid grounding in the narrative based world.  

 

Leder, D. (1990). Clinical Interpretation: the Hermeneutics of Medicine. Theoretical 

Medicine, 11, 9-24. 

“As Reiser argues, physicians’ over-reliance on such data [from diagnostic tests] has 

proved costly, both financially and relative to clinical effectiveness … It has led to a 

neglect of the skills involved in history-taking and physical examination, seen as less 

reliable information sources … Yet numbers, even if accurate, are hardly unambiguous”   

“The person-as-ill tends to disappear from view when focus is placed exclusively on 

certain secondary and tertiary texts [diagnostic tests]. This is an example of what 

Whitehead calls the “fallacy of misplaced concreteness”: one’s abstract model of the 

real comes to be mistaken for reality itself” 



 

Some characteristics of qualitative research 
Walker, M. (1989). Analysing Qualitative Data: Ethnography and the Evaluation of 

Medical Education. Medical Education. 23, 498-503. 

Comments upon outcomes that are expressed in terms of theoretical rather than statistical 

modelling, and also makes a distinction about the way in which theory and dat are 

articulated, emphasising the evolving nature of design and analysis: “For qualitative 

research, validity is progressively achieved through the process of analysis, unlike 

experimental research where validity is ascribed in the research design”. 

 

An example of a qualitative research applied to the learning of surgical 

registrars 
Reid, M., Ker, J.S., Dunkley, M.P., Williams, B. & Steele, R.J.C. (2000). Training 

Specialist Registrars in General Surgery: a Qualitative Study in Tayside. Journal of the 

Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 45, 304-310.   

 

Qualitative approaches and methods – some classic texts 
Ethnography 

Hammersley, M. & Atkinson, P. (1995). Ethnography: Principles in Practice (2
nd

 

edn.), London, Routledge. 

 

Case Study 

Stake, R.E (1995). The Art of Case Study Research, Thousand Oaks CA: Sage. 

 

Grounded Theory 

Glaser, B.G. & Strauss, A.L. (1967). The Discovery of Grounded Theory: Strategies 

for Qualitative Research, New York: Aldine Publishing Co.  

 

Action Research 

Elliott, J. (1991). Action Research for Educational Change, Buckingham: Open 

University Press. 

 

Evidence-based education – a parallel debate 
Hammersley, M. (2001). Some Questions about Evidence-Based Practice in Education. 

[On-line]. Available at:  http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00001819.htm  

Last accessed 13 November 07. 

 

Hammersley, M. (2001). On ‘Systematic’ Reviews of Research Literatures: a ‘narrative’ 

response to Evans & Benefield. British Educational Research Journal, 27, 5, 543-554. 

 

Greenhalgh, T., Toon, P., Wong, G., Plumb, L. & Macfarlane, F.(2003). Transferability 

of Principles of Evidence Based Medicine to Improve Educational Quality: Systematic 

Review and Case Study of an Online Course in Primary Health Care. BMJ, 326, 142-5. 
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